The roots of T. involucrate is popular for various medicinal uses in the indigenous system of medicine. The roots are bitter, acrid, sweet, cooling possessing diuretic, diaphoretic, antiperiodic, depurative and alterant activity. They are useful in pruritic skin eruptions, venereal diseases, haeorrhoids, gastropathy, guinea worms, blood impurities, dipsia, vomiting giddiness, vitiated conditions of pitta, melalgia and brachialgia 3 .
The root is considered diaphoretic and alterative; an infusion is given in ardent fever and infection of skin. The root is also given when the extremities are cold during fever; also for pains in the legs and arms. The root also forms the basis of an external application in leprosy 1, 2, 7 . The root is also used in old venereal complaintrs and a blood purofoer 4. The root system forms the official part inAyurveda. 8 The important formulations using the drug are Duralabharistam, Dasamularistam and Rasnadikasayam 5 . The drug is also found to be useful in siddha system of medicine (Cirukancnri ver) 6 .
The present investigation investigation deals with the studies on some important pharmaco-gnostical characteristics of the roots as a whole and its powdered form.
MATERIALS Plant Material:
The roots of T. involucrate were collected from young matured plants from salipur, cuttack district of orissa during the month of April-may 1999. the plant material. Was indentified and authenticated. A herbarium of the plant is preserved in the department of Pharmacognosy of the institutes for future reference.
The collected roots were washed with tap water to remove adhering dust, followed by rinsing with distilled water, shade dried, powdered and used for the study.
CHEMICALS:
All the chemicals used were of analytical grade obtained form s. 
METHODS
The macroscopic characters of the roots were observed 9 . The ash values ethanol soluble and water soluble extractive values of roots were determined as per the Indian pharmacopoeial methods 10 .
Other extractive values were determined by extracting the plant material successively by soxhlet extraction apparatus wit various solvents with increasing order of polarity vi petroleum ether (60-80 o C), Chloroform, Ethyle acetate, methanol and water. The dried extractives were obtained after evaporation of the solvents under reduced pressure. The behaviour of the powdered roots with different chemical reagents were studied and the fluorescence charcteristics were also observed under ultraviolet light at short and long wavelenghts 11. The fluorescence. Characteristics of a;; the successive liquid extracts were studied under ultraviolet light preliminary phytochemical tests of different extracts were performed b using specific reagents 12, 13 .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The macroscopic characters are reported in 
